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Position Paper - Format
Heading:
❖ Committee
❖ Topic
❖ Country
❖ Delegates

Purpose:
❖ State your country’s 

position in regards to the 
issue being discussed. 

❖ “Introduction” to resolution
❖ Persuade (basis of speech) 

Paragraph 1: Introduction to issue
❖ outline of main problems (according to the country 

you’re representing) associated with issue 

Paragraph 2: Country's perspective
❖ give and explain your country’s policy regarding the 

issue
❖ past and current information on the issue to support 

your position

Paragraph 3: Solutions
❖ list your solutions (according to your country’s position) 

to the problems you presented above



Position Paper -Tips
❖ Keep it short: a position paper does not need to be any longer than two pages!
❖ Your focus needs to be on the present, use background information only to 

support your claims (this is particularly related to your second paragraph)
❖ On your second paragraph, include:

• why the problem arose according to your country
• why is it of international concern
• Previous actions taken to try and solve the problem (if any) → successes and 

failures
• Problems that continue to exist

❖ On you last paragraph, make sure to be specific (how will each proposal be 
implemented) and have a well-rounded solution to the issues at hand & include what 
will be the impact of what is being proposed
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Position Paper - Examples

#1 #2



http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/

Resolution



Resolution - Purpose
❖ a formal text adopted by a United Nations (UN) body
❖ can be issued by any UN body, though in practice most resolutions are issued by the 

General Assembly and the Security Council
❖ includes recommendations that UN member states are expected to follow
❖ binding resolutions can only be issued by the Security Council

❖ decisions taken under Chapter 
VII (involving "threats to the 
peace, breaches of the peace, 
or acts of aggression")

❖ e.g.: economic sanctions



Resolution - MUN
❖ basis of debate 

➢ unmoderated caucus: merge resolutions and find co-submitters
➢ moderated caucus: speeches against or in favor, amendments, voting



Resolution - Components
❖ Heading (MUN):

COMMITTEE: American Caucus
QUESTION OF: Deciding upon the Internationalization of the Amazon Rainforest 
MAIN SUBMITTERS: Brazil
CO-SUBMITTERS: Mexico, Chile, USA* 

   "The (committee)," 

❖ Preambulatory clauses
❖ Operative clauses 



Tips
Reference official UN documents
❖ http://www.un.org/en/documents/

➢ UN Charter: http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/

➢ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:  http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/

❖ adopted resolutions
➢ http://www.un.org/documents/resga.htm ➢ http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/ 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/documents/resga.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/resga.htm
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/


Resolution - Format 
Preambulatory:
❖ Written points of information
❖ Arguments in favor of your country’s perspective
❖ Reasons for your proposed solution
❖ Ends with a comma 

E.g.: 
My country wants to get rid of slavery:
❖ Deeply disturbed by the cruel and degrading manner in which slaves are treated,
❖ Noting that slavery violates the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,



Resolution - Format



Resolution - Format
Operative:
❖ Country’s proposed solution to the problem
❖ Specific measures other countries and organizations should take to resolve the issue
❖ Operative clauses may have subclauses (a, b, c...) and subsubclauses (i, ii, iii...)
❖ Ends with a semicolon, final one with a period:

➢ "Decides to remain actively seized of the matter."

E.g.: 
My country wants to get rid of slavery:
❖ Encourages all countries to ban slavery;
❖ Expresses its appreciation for the countries that have taken measures to stop slave 

trade;
❖ Calls upon all countries to ensure all slave traders are sent to prison.



Resolution - Format

 *

*only Security Council: Condemns, Demands



Resolution - Example #1
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SALMUN
Each delegation:
● 1 resolution on main topic
● 2 position papers 

○ regional caucus delegates: 1 position paper
○ special committee delegates: 2 position papers

● 2 posts per week per delegate
○ 1 reply
○ 1 with new information



Questions?

http://salmun2014.weebly.com


